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Getting involved and making a difference

A Message from Our President - Barbara Peart

The Centenary of Guiding was so full of activities and opportunities it filled
everyoneds year. Whether you took
region or national level or visited an exhibition | am sure you will have many
good memories. In Midlands, as members of the Trefoil Guild, we were able
to join in many Girlguiding events and forge friendship and contacts with
units and leaders. | hope in the years to come you will be able to expand on
these and enjoy all that the Trefoil Guild and Girlguiding have to offer.
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What a year this has been. We have all been busy celebrating our Centen-
ary, mostly with Girlguiding, and | am sure that this has cemented our rela-
tionships with the girls and their Leaders.

| have felt especially privileged to be in post during the Centenary as | was
invited to many special occasions nationally and in the Region.

The first was in February to Westminster Abbey for a very special Thinking
Day service where the Country and Region Trefoil Guild Chairmen were
lucky to sit in the Choir stalls with other VIPs.

Then came an invitation to The Guild Hall in the City of London for a Centenary Reception. Deli-
cious canapés and champagne made me glad that | was not driving! We were greeted by local
Brownies who were delightful, the Chief Guide Liz Burnley and Chief Executive Denise King.

Joy Hoban, Birmingham Chairman, represented us
Girl guidingbs President, Sophi e, HRH The Count e
In April we added an Activity Day to the AGM, held in Birmingham. Avril Dossetter, Derbyshire
Chairman, and her husband gave us some amazing experiments to try, and we were sorry when

we had to finish. Others had a most interesting walk around Birmingham City centre. Judy Ellis

gave us a most educating talk about how Guiding is being set up in Volvograd, Russia. Midlands
Girlguiding is twinned with Volvograd, and Judy has been a key figure in the training of Leaders

there. We have been inspired to trying to set up a Trefoil Guild there, with which we would be
twinned. '

In May we celebrated with a Centenary Lunch at the Botanical
gardens, Birmingham. The sun came out and we were able to 7 ‘
admire this beautiful pl ace. /- St o
we were delighted to be joined by Margaret Routley, Veronica |
Threlfall and Lady Juliet Townsend, who sent us away weeping
with laughter with her reminiscences of her earlier Guiding life.
This was the first of two special events for the Centenary exclu-
sively for the Trefoil Guild. It was here that we launched the Mid-
| andsoé red umbrella, an att empl WS

The second came in June when | was lucky enough to spend a week travelling around the Region
in all sorts of different forms of transport. Of course that was brilliant, but the real joy was meeting
so many of our members. I reali zed that you d
venue, a | ady |l eaned across me to whisper to h




Our International Fellowship Day last year was held
R at Beauchamp College, Leicester. Over 300 of you
petoctont Roscbuiall iR bl attended, a record, | think. Our theme was
i g &1 WAGGGS, when each county (Worcester and Here-
- oo A , . ford joining together) took a decade of its history,
and made wonderful displays of the countries join-
ing in that time. Derbyshire led our Celebration, af-
ter which our new President, Barbara Peart, lit the
Peace light and the County Chairmen lit their county
lights. We then renewed our Promise. Bridget
Towle, ex Chief Guide, was the morning speaker.
She made us think, as well as amusing us with
memories. The afternoon session was filled with a
speaker on Midlandsd pr
and some very musical lads and their enthusiastic teacher from a local school. It made a welcome
change from our usual campfire sing, and the boys were greeted with most enthusiastic applause.
Thanks must be given to all who worked hard to make the day so successful, especially Leicester-
shire and Jo Dowling, our Programme Adviser.
Many of us have enjoyed International experiences with trips to India, Kenya and Cyprus amongst
others undertaken.
| hope that you were all able to join Girlguiding, or celebrate on your own, for Vision on 20.10 at
20.10in 2010.
In 2010 four Trefoil Brooches were presented: to Helen Kirby, Warwickshire; Joyce Griggs, North-
amptonshire; Jean Brettle and Jo Dowling, Worcestershire. Our thanks are due to you all for your
outstanding contribution to the Trefoil Guild.
During the year the Executive has remained the same, the only person ending her appointment be-
ing our President Jane Campbell. She was a hard working President, and very supportive of all we
did, and we thank her sincerely. We were very pleased to welcome Barbara Peart as our new Presi-
dent. We have also been extremely well supported by Lesley Knighton and her team of County
Commissioners, so | would like to thank them too. We are lucky to have such dedicated women
serving on the Trefoil Guild Executive, and | would like to thank them personally for all their support.
Midlands is a brilliant Region!

Not Forgetting... Midlands Region Census Figures 2010
County Members | No. Of Guilds
Birmingham 256 16
&
= Derbyshire 291 21
B A brief mention of our Herefordshi 1 p
‘;ﬁ ~ smallest county - eretordsnire
-~ Herefordshire. Leicestershire 261 14
% Northamptonshire 309 16
~ " Nancy Wheatland of - P _I
gl = Kington Guild displays a Nottinghamshire 311 16
B I el subtle_ hint of Christmas_. at | shropshire 171 11
~_ the Kington Food Festival )
.~ where she shows off her |Staffordshire 348 7
: éki winning mince pies after |Warwickshire 305 14
_l\ “| coming 1st in the mince _
‘;" ‘;'i p|e Compet|t|on West Mercia 153 11
Y N Worcestershire 216 12
Total 2,692 152




Programme & Conferenc-elJoPowwhng ser 0s

Apart from the Centenary Celebrations, much of my time in 2010 has been spent organising and
dealing with the bookings for the mid-week break to Lorne in March 2011. The Staff at Lorne have
been extremely helpful, and have allocated every bed in the Centre to us i all 83 of them! And | still
have 12 on the waiting list.

To celebrate Guidingds Cen
gathered at Birmingham Botanical Gardens on Saturday §
15™ May. We were pleased to welcome Mrs Lesley
Knighton, Region Chief Commissioner; Mrs Marion
Wynn, Deputy Region Commissioner; Mrs Veronica
Threlfall, National Deputy Chair.; and Val, Barbara, Rose-
mary and Sally from the Region Office in Ashby de la
Zouch. On arrival there was an opportunity to look round
the gardens, enjoy a pre-lunch drink, and catch up with
old friends. Then everyone was ushered into the dining
room where the tables had been decorated with gold and
red balloons. There was much chatter in the room and —
new friendships were made as we enjoyed the food and the occasion. After the meal we were enter-
tained to an amusing talk by Lady Juliet Townsend on her life, especially in her role as Lord Lieuten-
ant for Northamptonshire.

International Fellowship Day was held in Leicester on Saturday 30™ October. The theme was
WAGGGS, and each county displayed a decade in the history of WAGGGS. On arrival everyone
was given a small red box containing sweets, a gift from Leicestershire Tefoil Guilds. Once again we
welcomed the National Chair, Miss Margaret Routley, who had travelled from her home in Wales to
be with us. The Main Speaker was Miss Bridget Towle, CBE who gave us an interesting and thought
-provoking insight into the role of the Chief Guide. After lunch we enjoyed an amusing talk on Mid-
land Privies given by Mr David Bell, which was followed by musical entertainment by the boys of
Lancaster School. The programme for the day, in some ways, was quite different to previous years,
but it was agreed it had been most successful.

\

International Fellowship Day Display



| nternational AdonicaRobedss Report

In this Centenary year of Girlguiding, many visits have been made : y
abroad. I n January, as part of o
Barbara Peart from Shropshire stayed at Sangam. She took part in
the Essence of India session which gave a good grounding for the P8
following week when they travelled north to Delhi to experience the 8§
Golden Triangle. Barbara also visited Our Chalet in September.
Rugeley Guild in Staffordshire visited Guernsey to help celebrate
the 65" Anniversary of the liberation of the Island. A member from
Derbyshire enjoyed a visit to Sangam where she celebrated Think-
ing Day. Beryl Morgan from Lutterworth Guild Leicestershire went
on the Centenary Cruise, and another Leicestershire member has been visiting friends in Thailand.
Several members in the Region attended the ISGF European Conference in Cyprus.

Two members from a Derbyshire Guild walked 100 miles in stages and kept a log book. This was
towards the Centenary Challenge. Each Guild member was asked to sponsor them at 100p (£1.)
per head. This is to build up a "pot" of funds for overseas emergency projects.

Several Guilds have taken part in the European Challenge which finished in October.

Chase Trefoil Guild in Staffordshire have been supporting Girlguiding by donating money for a
Young Leader to go to Uzbekistan and also for Guides in Mombasa to attend the Staffordshire G.G.
Unity Camp.

- Dr. S A Mehta, President ISGF (Greater Mumbai Unit) has been
corresponding with me. He reports that shrubs have been
planted for medicinal purposes and the local Girlguiding units
have been helping. Their next project is the donating of tailoring
machines under the self employment project, with the help of the
[l money that was raised by Midland Region Trefoil Guild mem-
'8 Dbers for the ISGF Win Project. A cheque for £1,177.89 was pre-

2 sented to Dr. Mehta and his team by Barbara Peart and Edith
Critchley at Sangam in January. Several Counties and Guilds
have shown an interest in the WAGGGS Thinking Day Activity Pack for 2011.

Centenary Year Photographs
A few photographs taken during the Centenary Year. We would like to
thank all of those who have been kind enough to send in photographs, but
unfortunately we only had space for a select few.

Girlguiding Midlands held a
Garden Party for Guiders as a
thank you for all their hard
work during the Centenary.
This picture shows Trefoil

: : S 2010/07/12
Guild members who acted as , Flower Bed A

Stewards. Warwickshire Guide County undertook a

Hinckley and Bosworth Council, Leicestershire
allowed members to have a Centenary flower
bed in one of their parks.

walk from Crystal Palace to Stratford

upon Avon. Trefoil Gui
about thirteen miles long and took place

in Oxfordshire.
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